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BOSSES ASKED TO GET ON THEIR BIKE AND TAKE A STAND

Bosses from across Cambridgeshire are being urged to get on their bike and take a stand by bidding for money to encourage cycling at their work place.

Cambridgeshire employers can share in a £6,000+ cash pot to be spent on facilities such as cycle stands and shelters. 

This is the seventh year that the Cambridgeshire Travel for Work Partnership (TfW) has run Take A Stand scheme, which is funded by Cambridgeshire County Council’s Local Transport Plan.  

Lindsey Rushmore, Travel Plan Adviser at TfW, said: “The scheme advises companies on quality cycle stands that cyclists want to use, thereby encouraging them to cycle more often. Co-funding helps companies to build additional or replace existing poor quality cycle facilities. Employers that can tie in their proposals with wider site Travel Plans are likely to see particularly good results. Not only do these measures help reduce congestion but also have great health benefits too.”

More than £8,000 in cash handouts were made to seven companies in the last round of “Take A Stand”. 

St John’s Innovation Centre was one of the successful companies along with the Academy of English, Cambustion Ltd, CityLife, City of Ely College, The New School of English and Fenners Chambers. 

Walter Herriot Managing Director of St John’s Innovation Centre said: “We were delighted to receive the grant which has enabled us to extend the cycling facilities we provide to our tenants. Not only have we been able to reduce the carbon footprint but we should have healthier clients too!” 

“Parking my bike is a lot easier now – better access and covered too” says Emily Barrett, regular cyclist and user of the Innovation Centre’s new facility. Emily of Azuro UK Ltd, pictured below, was particularly pleased with the spacing of the new stands allowing plenty of room for both cyclist and bike. 

Mark Webb Development Manager of TfW said: “Travel for Work is delighted to help employers in this way. We are here to support local employers who encourage staff to commute in healthy and environmentally friendly ways, whether by public transport, car sharing, walking and of course cycling. Take-a-Stand is just one of the practical things we can do to help.”

The bidding window is now open until 30 June 2008 and applicants should contact Travel for Work tel 01223 712455, view our website http://www.tfw.org.uk/news.php - takeastand or e-mail mark@tfw.org.uk.
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Picture Caption:  Cycling commuter Emily Barrett of Azuro UK Ltd enjoys accessibility of the new stands installed at St John’s Innovation Centre

Notes for editors

For further information contact: Lindsey Rushmore, Travel Plan Adviser for Cambridgeshire Travel for Work Partnership on 01223 712455.

Photographs of workplace cycle stands are available from Lindsey Rushmore.

