EValu8 supply Electric Vehicle charging posts with 50% Grant

Interview with Mike Salter, Project Manager, 27 October 2011

TfW:  
How far into the 2 year project is EValu8 currently, or when is the deadline for applications?

Mike: 
The ‘grant’ element of the project which allows organisations to acquire charging posts at reduced cost runs until March 2013.  However, we would encourage interested parties to make early contact with us so we can discuss the process with them in good time.
TfW: 
Will the full two years period of free 'green' electricity be available from the time of installing the charging post(s)?  Is there a catch in the 'green' part of free electricity or is this equal to the amount of electricity consumed over 2 years?

Mike: 
EValu8 Transport Innovations Limited, have a deal with Ecotricity whereby free renewably-sourced electricity will be available across those charging posts in our ‘Source East’ network for a two-year period from a date to be agreed shortly.  This will be reviewed thereafter on an annual basis so that the network continues to be supplied by renewable sources at very competitive rates.

TfW:  
Are there electric car makes and models you can say have been used with charging posts?

Mike:  
There are a large number of vehicles on the market, or coming to the market, in the next few months that have been or can be used with the charging posts.  These include city cars such as the Mitsubishi iMEV, Peugeot Ion and Citroen C-Zero, family saloons including the Nissan Leaf and Toyota Prius plug-in, and executive vehicles such as the Vauxhall Ampera and Renault Fluence.  Some of these are range- extended hybrids, which removes ‘range anxiety’ issues.  Commercial electric vehicles are also available from suppliers such as Allied Electric who offer a range of battery-powered vans. 

TfW: 
Are you able to provide an up-date on how many posts have been installed in Cambridgeshire and whether any are available for public inspection/use?

Mike:  
There are only a limited number of posts in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough currently including Marshall of Cambridge; however through the EValu8 project this will increase significantly so that a large number of charging opportunities are available across the East of England (see the Source East website for an availability map http://www.sourceeast.net/live-availability).  The EValu8 team would also be happy to bring a post along to meetings with those TfW members who are interested in taking up our ‘grant’ offer, and demonstrate how the system works.
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