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Electric Car Infrastructure Programme
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The East of England Development Agency (EEDA) is preparing its strategy for the development of electric (EV) and plug in hybrid (PHEV) vehicle recharging infrastructure across the region. EEDA has commissioned Future Transport Systems to research the market opportunities, including compiling a justified and integrated infrastructure development plan.  

The research will influence whether EEDA will lead on a submission of a funding bid to the Office of Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV) to support the installation of electric vehicle charging infrastructure.  The funding route is called Plugged in Places.

The Basic Concept
The concept behind the study is to research the viability of extending the ‘Joined cities’ EV and PHEV charging infrastructure which is being developed down the spine of the UK eastwards via several interconnected hubs. These would be created where data has demonstrated that electric vehicles could represent a viable option for people who typically travel between these points, and provide a transit route into the national network. These hubs will then be developed to support electric and PHEV use, as well as existing public transport and other personal travel types.
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Town/city centers are likely to form hubs as will out of town locations such as retail and business parks adjacent to regional arterial roads, existing public transport nodes, major employers, park and ride sites.
A model including a town centre hub and several out of town spokes will be developed to accommodate major urban areas across the region.
In addition to the charging infrastructure, the project assesses the viability of creating a market development team who will work to build awareness and knowledge of electric vehicles in the region so that more people will choose to buy or lease the vehicles.  This will capitalize on the advantages of commercial fleets switching to ultra-low carbon alternatives. The market development activity will be undertaken in partnership with several vehicle suppliers.
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Finally, the major roads network dissecting the area means it is of strategic significance to the UK and Europe as a whole and is therefore ideally suited to the location of rapid charge facilities.  The project aims to include charging infrastructure suitable for European travelers joining the U.K’s road network via the East coast ports, either transiting along the A14 corridor or wishing to holiday in the Eastern region.
Becoming involved with the project
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We wish to work with major employers and site operators across the region so that we can identify where charging points would be best located.
We are also keen to discuss opportunities for companies to promote the use of electric and hybrid vehicles amongst their employees and within their fleets.

At this stage we would like expressions of interest for inclusion in and commitment to the project. 
If the bid submission for Plugged in Places funding goes ahead, we will look to work with the identified key stakeholders 
Contacts:
Liz Gray, liz.gray@futuretransportsystems.co.uk, 0191 211 1439

Ian McDonald, ian.mcdonald@futuretransportsystems.co.uk, 01953 859129 / 07766 140496
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